
Protecting our Wetlands

Help Protect Stittsville’s Wetlands – Community Meeting on June 26, 2023
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Presenter Notes⸌�Ǡ䟈泏灍⊪䰎鰰݉汓꣹
Presentation Notes돷枽ꓮ蘴娗윁븂恞᲎ﳀ곛
Let’s get our bearings 

Hazeldean Rd to the North, Westridge, TCT, Abbott Street towards Stittsville Main Street, Fernbank Road to the South
Showing a portion of the Goulbourn Wetland Complex to the West of Westridge/Abbott and adjacent to TCT that people are perhaps most familiar with (it is also part of the Upper Poole Creek Subwatershed) 
Deep Purple: Public Lands owned by City including: 
Coyote Park and Wetland Feature as part of Deer Run (Westwood Phase II) – Major loss of Wetland feature that went up to and beyond Snowberry – arising from OMB Decision This wetland was once complexed with Goulbourn Wetland Complex and deemed provincially significant
Westridge - Land Swap with the City of Ottawa – wetland was found to be more extensive than thought
Subdivision south of Fernbank Road – the City acquired the Urban Natural Feature for $1,182,825 plus GST (it would have been once linked to the wetland in Deer Run (Westwood Phase II) and therefore would have also been part of Goulbourn Wetland Complex if not for the OMB decision).
愋⠗ꀾ䲒�껹䨔ጜ燞辈芰硃᝞齀



Land conversion

Drainage for development and agriculture

Invasive species

Pollution

Climate change

Artificial modification of Water Levels
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Threats to Wetlands

Source: Ontario Nature

Presenter Notes膓顦ꪲ얍披鹔ω䋈嗣僫귥ᶧ∮襛
Presentation Notes韆쵕幬㣚ꭨٸᕽ톩骞鯉캱
Threats to Wetlands (Global, National, Provincial or Local)

Threats to Wetlands remain the same decades later, but with the additional threat of climate change as well as the emergence of more recent threats…
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Abandonment of the Wetland Conservation 
Strategy for Ontario 2017-2030 as noted in 
the 2021 Ontario Auditor General’s Report 
on the Environment

Bill 23 More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022
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Threats to Wetlands

Presenter Notes堀����䭖�����᠙䱘䭖�
Presentation Notes䓾蔜웩染뇤Ꙕ켋ﷹ྄쩃紑聑
Quiet abandonment of the now archived “A Wetland Conservation Strategy for Ontario 2017–2030”
Recent changes in the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System by Ontario triggered by the Bill 23 More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022

Encourage you to check out the website of Conservation Ontario for detailed insights into the impact of Bill 23 More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 and subsequent changes to Ontario Wetland Evaluation System

Overall, though the protection of wetlands has been diminished.

For all these reasons, the protection of wetlands remains critical in Ontario. 

㫫豹লቪ剝摎ต莲
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Presenter Notes棔诞␐鈆ᴇӎ﷋婡熫醸焽団ⴗޗ瀟쀉
Presentation Notes辍偸级傄藹叉䣞薮퐛⩥臱⚳
First City – Wide View – High Level

The city projects population growth of roughly 400,000 by 2046, an increase that would require nearly 200,000 more housing units in Ottawa
As part of OP review and developing a Growth Management Strategy – a “Balanced Approach” was advanced meaning 
Intensification within the Urban Boundary (show boundary) plus
Review of additions to the Urban Boundary 
Staff Recommendations to City Council: 
Yellow – Category 1 (Recommended)
Green – Category 2 (Not Recommended) and 
Orange – Category 3 (New Community Options)
딬㆙薟ᬣ昏䮒ᄒ殙煢꼽遦욊꼂医



Official Plan 
Urban Boundary 
Expansion Study
Land Evaluation 
Categories in proximity 
to Stittsville

Yellow: Category 1
Green: Category 2

Presenter Notes�䝬夕씡湐᤯졉኏㐢쵬苤㎥拿
Presentation Notes솠贳닛耧嗴屑ƌ၏눷黯⵳
Drill down for Stittsville - Staff Recommendations to City Council

Orient people by pointing out Hazeldean Road, TCT, Fernbank Road, Flewellyn Road in this slide and those that follow)

Category 1 – Yellow 
Recommended Additions to the Urban Boundary
Parcel 1 west of Timbermere subdivision
Parcel 2 south of Parade Drive, east of Poplarwood, and north of Flewellyn Road

Category 2 – Green
Assessed and Not Recommended
Do not meet the minimum thresholds scores for servicing and some do not meet the transit threshold score, with one exception (see below Shea Road and Flewellyn Road). 
The parcels west of the Stittsville urban area were further accessed beyond the scoring criteria and have been excluded due to complexities related to: 
servicing and connectivity caused by the provincially significant wetland complex located on or adjacent to the parcels
protected habitat of provincially and federally threatened species 
A parcel located northwest of Shea Road and Flewellyn Road (S-11 - 977) while meeting the minimum scoring thresholds was also excluded due to an active court case related to an alleged site alteration by-law violation.
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Ottawa City Council 
Expansion Land Approvals in 
proximity to Stittsville
November 2021

Presenter Notesⶴڪ꼓㪕䈺�美袺䮟擿慣㠴贗
Presentation Notesۧ㼈쵔⡵�ࢰꩬﭻ拃שּׂ⟗
Stittsville Focus – Now what did Council Approved?

Category 1 – Yellow 
City Council Approved (November 2021):
Staff Recommended Additions to the Urban Boundary (Pink hatched – Neighbourhoods) 
Blue – A.G. Reed Industrial Area which was also recommended and approved to be added to the urban area in the Traditional Industrial Freight and Storage designation (although not shown in the previous slide but advanced as part of staff evaluations).
ꙋ辦↉㬀껶籓샦梅촗
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City of Ottawa Official Plan
Expansion Lands approved in proximity 
to Stittsville by the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
November 2022 

Presenter Notes鉷甶懐쎍騝啟簦⚍糆䊏宭盧눲줴
Presentation Notes번샕ñ㭉郊�鮹呯䷟蒣
MMAH Approval of City of Ottawa’s OP in November 2022 

With a number of amendments, including the decision to include two areas within the urban area of Stittsville that had been rejected by Ottawa City Council specifically:
Parcel north of Flewellyn
And the second parcel – north of Fernbank and south of TransCanada Trail in proximity to Goulbourn Wetland Complex 
떾䒛礃墝쀯䥠巡添樲礄ⷦ㲇괺拢
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Presenter Notes嵻蝄冎숼ᨛ쥸悒財岕ꛥ⤔뗦䍱͊ᔃ
Presentation Notes�ޒ⽜�䡗廊Ṉ㜠ⳅ숾꺛簇
Goulbourn Wetland Complex – Aerial View in its entirety

Updated wetland boundaries through a study commissioned in 2016 
Hazeldean Rd to the North, Westridge, TCT, Abbott Street towards Stittsville Main Street, Fernbank Road to the South
However, these updated wetland boundaries didn’t get represented in the City’s Official Plan schedules until the recent approval of the new OP.
Overlaid with new additions to Stittsville’s Urban Boundary – Approved by MMAH
Red lines are boundary of Goulbourn Wetland Complex

Important Context for discussion tonight: We are focusing our efforts on that portion of the Goulbourn Wetland Complex within proximity to the western urban boundary of Stittsville.

�䂣鼯㟳ꂇ佴朔㏉罈橷馑迊



Lessons Learned
Anticipate, anticipate and anticipate more – be ahead of the curve

Cannot count on provincial legislation, regulations and policy statements to 
protect wetlands

Open doors of communication with private landowners 

Mobilize the Community 

Develop strategies and action plans to protect wetlands 

Build awareness as to why wetlands matter 

Build Partnerships

Bring in Knowledge Holders

Explore Land Trusts, Ecological Gifts, Land Acquisition 
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Presenter Notes涸㬚ଋ痚尉䍇욶㥍 䮻忿竦촫⛒鯃
Presentation NotesЍ腙é꾻쯂龤ﶛሶ欗둹ᔠ
Lessons Learned (after over 30 years)
뒤懲幡㪔￧栖룥
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“What is the use of a fine house if you 
haven’t got a tolerable planet to put it on.”

Henry David Thoreau

A Call for Community Action

My sincerest thanks to Sylvie Sabourin for her permission to use the photographs contained in this 
presentation. Sylvie is a photographer and long-time Stittsville resident who advocates for Nature.

Presenter Notes爸ꉾ�䖡盋撷줂莱醠跱䮯⫁輲ퟣ텒ﱰ
Presentation Notes꺠䉖㰧⤔ڂ颒虆尴ᶈ㈠ꥫƔ䭥
Henry David Thoreau, was a naturalist, philosopher, and author of such classics as “Walden” and “Civil Disobedience.” 
These words are as relevant today as they were 160 years ago – and I would say – even more so! 
힅푚⟎嶭ᆬ뗡ღ鼵ඡ䶑ᬱ阏껧�伲
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