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BUILDING
CLIMATE RESILIENCY

EnviroCentre’s Climate Resiliency Programs
and Services in the City of Ottawa
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OVER 25 YEARS DELIVERING
IMPACTFUL CLIMATE ACTION
PROJECTS AND SERVICES.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are a non-profit organization that works in Ottawa and across Eastern Ontario. We have been around since 1999 and are a team of over 65 staff now.  We specialize in practical solutions that reduce emissions and to do this, we work in four key areas
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HOW DO WE BUILD CLIMATE RESILIENCY?
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Our Green Infrastructure programs help build climate resiliency through:
Flood Mitigation: Soak up stormwater runoff and reduce flood risks during storm surges
Drought Defense: Recharge aquifers, store rainwater, and hold moisture during droughts
Street & Home Cooling: Shade lowers street temperatures and reduces heat stress in homes, reducing the urban heat island effect
Air Filtration: Trees and plants absorb harmful air pollution and improve air quality
Strength Through Diversity: Biodiversity boosts ecosystem resilience to pests, diseases, and climate stress
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RESILIENCY PROGRAMS WE DELIVER

Tiny Plant Rain Ready Home Energy
Forests Your Place Ottawa Retrofit Solutions
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Presentation Notes
EnviroCentre’s offers a number of programs, several of which are helping to build climate resiliency in Ottawa.



TINY FORESTS
BIG IMPACT

Tiny forests are:

* Fast growing, dense and diverse

* Established using the Miyawaki
method

* Prepared by excavating and
amending the soil
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Tiny forests are:
Fast growing, dense mini forests planted with diverse, native tree species 
Established following the Miyawaki method of site preparation and dense tree planting
Prepared by excavating and amending the soil
Accelerating forest growth to replicate a 100-year-old forest in 20-30 years

This year we planted at total of 7 Tiny forests in low canopy areas of the City, bring the total number of Tiny Forests we have planted to 14 in Ottawa.  Tiny Forests have been planted at schools, seniors’ residences, affordable housing providers, and a Rotary Home.  
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TINY FORESTS
BIG IMPACT

Tiny forests provide:

* Flood Mitigation

* Drought Defense

» Street and Home Cooling
* Air Filtration

* Increased Diversity

Visit envirocentre.ca/tiny-forests/
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PLANT
YOUR PLACE!

A free City of Ottawa program to help
residents plant trees at home

Two Program Streams:

1.City-Wide 2.Full-Service
Tree Distribution Tree Planting
provides city- provides free site
wide events visits and tree
where planting by an
participants pick urban forestry

up their tree. professional.
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In 2025, the City of Ottawa launched Plant Your Place! This a free program to help residents plant trees at home. 
We know that this is important because 40% of Ottawa's land is private property – a huge opportunity to plant more trees.
The program has 2 streams.  In 2025, we distributed 1202 trees through the City Wide Tree Distribution events where participants picked up their trees.  We also worked with an arborist to plant 50 trees at affordable housing sites.  Next year, the City intends to expand the program to 2400 free trees in the City-Wide distribution stream and 100 trees in the full service stream. 
The City has a Citywide goal of 40 per cent tree canopy coverage. Ward 6, Stittsville has one of the lower canopy covers in Ottawa, with under 20% canopy cover and a loss of canopy between 2017 (19%) and 2022 (17%). Ward 6 does not have any of the highest priority areas in the city, so although the program design for 2026 is still underway, it is unlikely there would be many trees for Ward 6 through the Full-Service Tree Planting stream. 



PLANT
YOUR PLACE!

Planting trees provides:

Flood Mitigation

Street and Home Cooling

Air Filtration

Increased Diversity

Visit envirocentre.ca/plant-your-place/
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RAIN READY
OTTAWA

City of Ottawa program that encourages
and supports residents to take action
on their property to reduce the harmful
impacts of rainwater runoff.

* Self-guided elLearning

* Up to $5,000 in incentives
to manage rainwater where it falls
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Rain Ready Ottawa is a City of Ottawa program that encourages and supports residents to reduce the harmful impacts of rainwater runoff.
Participants receive information through a series of self-guided eLearning courses to help implement rainwater management projects.​
Participants receive rebates up to $5,000 to help adopt practices that help manage rainwater where it falls ​

The four eLearning courses that are currently available are:
Stormwater Introduction and Rain Ready Ottawa Overview
Downspout Redirection
Rain Garden Installation
Soakaway Pits and Trenches

Participants in Stormwater Retrofit Areas may receive rebates up to $5,000 to help adopt practices that help manage rainwater where it falls. Stittsville is outside of City of Ottawa Stormwater Retrofit areas. The priority areas start east of Eagleson Road. Rain Ready Ottawa offers rebates for five practices:
Downspout redirection (Up to $1,000)
Rain garden installation (Up to $2,500)
Soakway pit installation (Up to $2,500)
Permeable pavements (Up to $5,000)
Certified landscape designs ($500)




envirocentre

RAIN READY
OTTAWA

Rain gardens provide essential:

* Flood Mitigation
* Drought Defense

» Street and Home Cooling

Visit ottawa.ca/rain or

fusionlandscapeprofessional.ca
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You can learn more about the Rain Ready Ottawa programConsult with a Fusion Landscape Certified Professional (FLP) fusionlandscapeprofessional.ca 

Fusion Landscape Design treats stormwater as a resource and it’s management as an integral part of your landscape solution. By hiring an FLP certified contractor, you will get the expertise and skill you need to address a wide range of water issues on your property and get a fantastic new landscape project.  

The City of Ottawa will be sponsoring an upcoming FLP training session in November.
November 18 and 19 via Zoom
Duration: 8:30 – 4:30 both days, testing and certification will follow.
Cost: $650 (City of Ottawa will cover $500 of the fee for Ottawa based companies)
Register at Fusion Landscape Professional — Landscape Ontario - Workforce Development
Training is only available in English


https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/protecting-ottawas-waterways/rain-ready-ottawa
https://fusionlandscapeprofessional.ca/
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ENERGY RETROFIT SOLUTIONS

Programs
we deliver:

Energy Retrofit Better Homes Ottawa
Affordability Accelerator Project Loan Program
FEEEE Working with housing Low interest, 20-year
Free energy upgrades providers to plan, loans for homeowners
for income-qualified finance and to complete deep
households implement deep energy retrofits

energy retrofits to
their housing stock
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Home Winterproofing Program funded by Enbridge Gas and delivered by partners like EnviroCenter can help you lower your natural gas bill and make your home more comfortable. If your home and household qualify, you’ll get free insulation, draft-proofing, and a smart thermostat to reduce energy usage.
The upgrades you may be eligible for include:
Wall, attic, or basement insulation: Proper insulation can eliminate drafts, control moisture and minimize outside noise.
Draft-proofing: We’ll seal air leaks, so the air you’re paying to heat doesn’t escape through the cracks.

The Energy Affordability Program provides support to income-eligible electricity consumers by helping them lower their monthly electricity costs and increase their home comfort.  Upgrades can include:
Energy-efficient refrigerator
Window air conditioner
ENERGY STAR® certified LED light bulbs
Drying line for clothes
Smart power strip
High-efficiency showerheads (standard and handheld)*
Faucet aerators (kitchen and bathroom)
Additional attic or basement insulation
Weatherstripping around doors and windows
Cold climate air source heat pump
Smart Thermostats
​​All expert advice and energy-saving home upgrades under this program are completely free of charge.

Our Retrofit Accelerator program free technical and financial guidance to housing providers throughout the retrofit process, helping our region prepare for a low-carbon future. These retrofits focus on improving building envelopes, upgrading mechanical systems, and incorporating renewable energy technologies. EnviroCentre is currently recruiting new housing providers to join this effort as we work toward over 1,000 units of deep energy retrofits across Eastern Ontario.  The retrofits aim to reduce savings by 50% and GHG emissions by 80%. In doing so, these retrofits are creating comfortable, healthier living spaces and future-proofing buildings.  They have reduced operational costs, improved tenant satisfaction, and increased asset value. For communities across Eastern Ontario, these projects help reduce emissions, improve air quality, and build climate resilience.

The Better Homes Ottawa Loan Program offers low-interest, 20-year loans of up to $125,000 (or 10 percent of the current value assessment of the home, whichever is less) to cover the cost of home energy improvements. Eligible measures include thermal envelope upgrades, mechanical systems, renewable energy, EV chargers (Level 2), and the addition of rental suites (up to a maximum of 30% of the value of the loan). Eligible measures to improve resiliency include back-flow prevention valves, sump pumps, basement waterproofing, permeable pavement, and tree planting. Based on Ottawa’s successful program, EnviroCentre now offers similar programs in Lanark and Peterborogh. 
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RETROFIT SOLUTIONS

Energy solutions By improving air sealing
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Visit envirocentre.ca/home-energy-programs

and betterhomesottawa.ca
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THANK YOU.

Website General Inquiries Social Media

envirocentre.ca info@envirocentre.ca @envirocentre @ EnviroCentre 0 EnviroCentre
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EnviroCentre can provide:
Turn-key green infrastructure solutions such as tiny forests and rain gardens
Tree distribution and full-service tree planting
Energy retrofit solutions

If you are interested in any of our programs, please contact us! 
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